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Prioritising GIB® Plasterboard 
Waste Minimisation and 
Recycling

The New Zealand building industry is becoming increasingly 
aware of the importance of reducing the growing level of 
construction waste ending up in landfill. 

Winstone Wallboards is actively exploring innovative ways 
to reduce the level of plasterboard waste being generated. 
Working closely with customers, local councils and waste 
specialists, Winstone Wallboards is exploring a range of 
long term waste minimisation solutions which is especially 
relevant given that recent data collected from New Zealand 
construction sites indicates that timber and plasterboard 
offcuts contribute the largest percentage of construction 
waste currently entering New Zealand landfill sites.

“Our approach is to firstly to look at ways to minimise 
plasterboard waste created in the first place. We are 
actively working to develop practical industry tools that help 
customers to do this” says Winstone Wallboards Residential 
Market Manager Gordon White.

“However, we also need to recognise the need to work with 
the wider construction industry to find viable solutions to 
dispose of plasterboard offcuts generated during the interior 
lining process. That’s why we are also helping to facilitate 
plasterboard recycling options wherever practical.” 

Christchurch and Queenstown Offcut Recycling Services 
Now Available

In addition to the Auckland Green Gorilla service, plasterboard 
onsite waste collection and recycling services are now also 
available in the Christchurch and Queenstown areas. 

Operated by Waste Management in Christchurch and 
AllWaste in Queenstown, customers working on new 
build projects can have ‘plasterboard only’ bins delivered 
to site during the interior lining stage. The bins when 

full are then uplifted and sent to a local recycler where 
the gypsum core is extracted and reused in a range of 
horticultural and agricultural products.

This is great news for trade customers operating in 
these areas who have been seeking on site plasterboard 
recycling service options. It’s also very useful for Homestar 
and Greenstar projects as it can help customers claim 
points for waste diversion under these schemes. 

While this is good progress Winstone Wallboards recognises 
the need to continue working with the industry, waste 
providers and regional councils to further expand recycling 
capability into other regions where it is viable to do so.

To learn more about plasterboard offcut services, visit the 
GIB® website gib.co.nz/sustainability or go directly to: 

Auckland Area

Green Gorilla – greengorilla.co.nz

Phone 09 636 2244

Christchurch Area

Waste Management – wastemanagement.co.nz

Margot Hall mobile: 027 574 3336

Queenstown Area

AllWaste – allwaste.co.nz

0800 255 927

Other Regions
Winstone Wallboards is currently working with local waste 
diversion providers to expand plasterboard waste recycling 
options.

JUNE 2021 GIB® HELPLINE 0800 100 442 OR GIB.CO.NZ FOR MORE INFO

SIGNIFICANT CHANGES are coming to how we build in New Zealand. 
These have been signalled in two recent consultation documents from 
MBIE – Building Code update 2021 to improve energy efficiency and 
Building for climate change to reduce emissions from buildings during 
construction and operation and prepare buildings for climate change.

These changes are needed. A Build series last year comparing 
the energy efficiency of our buildings with the UK, Australia and 
Ireland highlighted how far behind these developed countries we 
are (see Build 179–181). 

Temperature records continue to be broken globally. This year, New 
Zealand had the hottest June on record according to NIWA. Further 
afield, summer is having more dramatic results with melting power 
cables in Portland, Oregon, and 54.4°C in Death Valley, California, 
breaking the world heat record for the second year in a row.

Exactly what MBIE decides to introduce will become clearer 
when it releases the final Building Code update 2021 later this year. 
(See a summary of BRANZ’s position on the proposed changes 
on page 46.) Everything points to a shift towards what we once 
considered a high-performance building – soon this may be the 
new standard of our buildings.

It’s timely that this Build includes an extensive collection of 
articles on high-performance buildings. We start with a question 
– what is a high-performance building? This is now more than just 
good energy efficiency (see page 44). Kāinga Ora is leading the 
charge with a programme to deliver high-performing state houses 
(page 48). We have tips for reducing emissions in new homes 
(page 52) and, for the more technically minded, modelling higher 
thermal performance, R-values and co-heating tests (pages 56–61).

Finally, check out the many free BRANZ tools that can help you 
deliver better buildings (see pages 74–78). As one colleague said 
when they read this, who knew BRANZ had so many tools? Make 
the most of them and keep warm in these cold months.
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